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            Happy #GivingTuesday! We have a Giving Challenge f
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Happy #GivingTuesday! We have a Giving Challenge for you through the month of November! One of our long-time donors who supports our Killer Whale Conservation Program year after year has offered to match all Giving Tuesday donations up to $20,000. This means that every dollar you contribute in November will be doubled, and you can have twice the impact for ocean conservation!  Oceans Initiative relies on your donations to do the ocean conservation work that we do. We are an efficient, agile team that makes the most of every contribution. Your tax-deductible gift will help us to keep whale and dolphin habitats clean, quiet, and full of life. Please consider making an investment in Oceans Initiative and our ocean conservation priorities. #linkinbio]
        
    



    
        
            Happy #NationalWildlifeDay, celebrated every year 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Happy #NationalWildlifeDay, celebrated every year on September 4 with the purpose of raising awareness about endangered species and their habitats. We are so grateful to all of you who support our nonprofit mission to protect wildlife and their critical habitats, in the Pacific Northwest and around the world.]
        
    



    
        
            Happy #NationalBeachDay! Normally, when a whale is
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Happy #NationalBeachDay! Normally, when a whale is on a beach, it's in trouble. But in a few special places, a whale's culture is intricately tied to the coastline. Much of our work takes place from a boat, but sometimes, our job is beach.  Rob's career started studying northern resident orcas, who rub their bodies on smooth gravel beaches in and around Robson Bight (Michael Bigg) Ecological Reserve (photo courtesy @orcalabbc ). We've experienced indescribable awe visiting colleagues who study Patagonian orcas at Punta Norte, Chubut, Argentina, where the orcas use channels in the rocks to swim up and capture seals and sea lions off the beach, and time it perfectly to get back into the water (photo: Rob Williams). Beaches are special places. They offer a liminal space where our terrestrial world meets the whales' watery one. Do you live near a beach? Follow @thewhaletrailorg for tips on how to see and photograph whales and dolphins from the beach. Do you live inland? Check out @orcalabbc 's @exploreorg cameras at the rubbing beaches in Johnstone Strait, or go to http://orca-live.net/ to watch live.]
        
    



    
        
            Happy #nationaldogday! Our dogs are part of our te
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Happy #nationaldogday! Our dogs are part of our team, just as they're part of our family. It all began with Wishart, our first Chesapeake Bay Retriever. He liked killer whales, just like his dad does, until @erinashe introduced him to Pacific white-sided dolphins. From that moment, he made it his life's mission to help his mother study dolphins. We don't know whether he heard, smell, or saw them, but he taught himself some sort of throat-singing howl that he used only to alert his humans to the presence of dolphins. Often, we thought he was bluffing for attention, but he was right every single time. Back then, we did all of our work on an 18' open skiff, and he'd stay out looking for dolphins until he nearly froze. We promised him that one day, we'd have a boat big enough to allow him to stay warm and eat pancakes indoors until we got to the dolphins. Sadly, he didn't live long enough for Oceans Initiative to buy a bigger, safer research boat, but when we did, we named the R/V Wishart after him. Next came the Unsinkable Molly Brown (@mollybrowndog), who is Wishart's cousin. She likes whales and dolphins, but her passion is making sure our littlest deckhands don't go overboard. Now that Molly is approaching Wishart's age, we thought it was time to get her an apprentice. We adopted Molly's niece, Annie (Anstruther) Brown, two months ago. She's named after the town in Scotland where we lived while studying at @uniofstandrews. @AnnieBrownDog, like many of us, is still learning what her calling is. But if we were ever in a bind, Annie would be very good at chewing through ropes. She's settling nicely into her unusual pack of marine biologists, which she's slowly learning to call a pod.   Our only wish is that they could stay just a little longer.   📸: OI, Jared Towers, Jackie Hildering]
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117 E. Louisa Street #135
Seattle, WA 98102
Email: team@oceansinitiative.org
Phone: +1 206-889-4456
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