
Parasite eggs are 
released into the 

ocean through 
whale poop

The egg 
hatches into  

a larva in 
the ocean

A small 
crustacean like 
a shrimp eats 

the larva

The crustacean 
and the larva 
are eaten by a 

small fish

The small fish 
and the larva 
are eaten by a 
bigger fish like 

this salmon

The big fish and the larvae are eaten 
by a killer whale, and the larva grows 
into an adult in the whale’s stomach, 
they lay eggs that will be released in 

their poop all over again

Parasitic worm 

(Anisakid) life cycle


